
The Miltonvale Reforestation Project, which takes place on the City’s future well field site, 

consists of 206 acres of abandoned, overgrown farm fields; woodlands; riparian zones and 

hedgerows. The goal of this project is to reforest these open fields over time with native 

trees and shrubs, restoring the land to as close to an Acadian forest as possible.   

 

In 2012, work began on the project by applying for and 

receiving funding from the TD Green Streets project.  The 

property was also accepted into the Provincial Hedgerow 

and Buffer Zone program and the Forest Enhancement 

Program which facilitates field/hedgerow planting and 

restoration of existing woodlands.  A forest management 

plan was developed for the property and a flora and fau-

na inventory was started.   

 

Through the forest enhancement program, a manage-

ment plan for the property was developed.  The program 

also facilitated the planting of over 8000 native softwood 

seedlings in one of the open fields.  White spruce, black 

spruce, red pine, white pine, Eastern larch and balsam fir 

were planted throughout the field in a random order. 

Various pockets were left unplanted so a mix of native hardwoods could planted in 2013.  

Additionally, about 1000 young white spruce were planted along the easternmost hedgerow 

of the south fields of the property. This hedgerow was originally quite sparse and further 

enhancement was required to buffer the property from adjacent land uses.   

 

Reforestation also began in the southeastern field on the property through staff plantings 

and volunteer planting events.  The native trees planted on this property came from the 

Macphail Woods Nursery and the Provincial J. Frank Gaudet Nursery.   Native species 

planted include white birch, yellow birch, red maple, sugar maple, striped maple, white ash, 

red oak, red spruce, Eastern white cedar, Eastern hemlock.  

 

In 2012, a total of 9706 native trees and shrubs planted on City’s future well field site in 

Miltonvale. 

 

Invasive plant species on the property were also identified as being glossy buckthorn and 

purple loosestrife.  Removal of both species began in 2012 and will continue into the future.  

All sites with invasive plants will be monitored in the future. 
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An area in the southeastern field was set aside for a small tree nursery.  This farm 

field had not been harvested for several years, and was overgrown with heavy vegeta-

tion.  Soil samples were obtained from three separate areas in this field and deter-

mined the placement of the tree nursery was based on the best soil analysis results.  

 

The nursery was mowed and tilled to prepare for tree planting.  The rows in the 

nursery where the trees will be planted were amended with compost and a 10-10-10 

fertilizer.  

 

49, one gallon trees from the J. Frank Gaudet Nursery, and Macphail Woods Nursery 

were planted in 7 rows within the tree nursery. Species planted include red oak, red 

maple, white birch, white ash, white pine, and white spruce. A 4 foot area around each 

tree was papered and mulched. Placing newspaper under the mulch helps to prevent 

weed and grass growth around the trees.  The paper and the mulch both help to retain 

moisture in the soil, which is important for the establishment of newly planted trees.   

The existing field vegetation is being allowed to grow up between the rows of trees and 

will be mowed once a month. 

 

Each row in the nursery contains seven trees spaced 15 ft. apart and each row is 30 ft. 

apart.  The trees will be root pruned twice a year to ensure that they have a healthy 

root system to ensure transplanting is a successful as possible.  The spacing between 

the trees will allow for maintenance and transplanting equipment to get between the 

rows.  As the trees are transplanted (at a size of 10 - 12’), a small seedling will be 

planted in its place. 

 

The goal of the tree nursery is to provide locally grown native trees for use on this 

property as well as in other City reforestation projects, parks and green spaces.  The 

advantage of these trees will be that they are cost effective, grown locally and are ac-

climatized to our local weather.  



Several community and educational events took place at the Miltonvale reforestation 

site during 2012. 

TD Green Streets of the amount of $14609.43 was received and helped to carry out 

the reforestation project.  As part of this project, a community tree planting and in-

formation day was organized.  This event was a combination of the TD Tree Days and 

the TD Green Streets project celebration events. 

Approximately 60 people participated from TD, City of Charlottetown, UPEI Wom-

en’s Hockey team and the general public.  Native tree and shrub species were plant-

ed, nature tours were given which included information about the flora and fauna on 

the property, benefits of tree and native species, water quality and watersheds.  The 

planting event was followed by a thank you BBQ for all participants.  Dignitaries in 

attendance were Bruce Smith (Tree Canada); Bruce Donaldson (TD); Deputy Mayor 

Stu MacFadyen, Councilor Eddie Rice (City of Charlottetown); Bush Dumville 

(Provincial MLA, Government House Whip, serves on the Standing Committee for 

Agriculture, Environment, Energy and Forestry). 

Another event that took place at the reforestation site was a tree planting with a the 

Queen Charlotte Grade 8 Junior High classes (@ 50 students).  The event was orga-

nized by Tree Canada representative, Bruce Smith, lead by Eric Edwards of the Mac-

phail Woods Ecological Forestry Project and sponsored by Home Hardware.  Digni-

taries in attendance were Jaimie Smith, Manager of Sherwood Home Hardware and  

George Webster (Minister of Agriculture and Forestry, Deputy Premier). 

The third event that took place on the property was a tree protection and educational 

activity with Canada World Youth.  20 participants from Canada and Indonesia 

helped to put tree wraps on the newly planted hardwood trees to protect them from 

rodent damage.  Ramona Doyle, the City’s Water Conservation Officer, led a tour of 

the watershed and talked about water quality and the demand on the water supply. 

Prior to the event a presentation was made, by Beth Hoar, the City’s Parkland Con-

servationist and Jackie Waddell, the Executive Director of the Island Nature Trust, 

to the Canada World Youth volunteers about environmental challenges and benefits 

of urban parks and green spaces and invasive species  and their impact.   
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